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A  Progressive Paradox.  
 
 You have seen the car mag-
nets shaped like the ichthys—
the early Christian fish symbol—
but with legs, feet, and the word 
“EVOLVE” written its belly? Dur-
ing the Bush ‘43 administration, 
I sent my gregarious friend Cleo 
one in jest, not imagining she’d 
really put it on her bumper in 
rural Missouri, where, as the old 
joke goes, the Bible Belt is fas-

tened a few 
notches too 
tight, re-
stricting 
blood flow to 
several im-
portant or-
gans, includ-
ing the brain. 
I had wished I 
were as brave as she.  
 Cleo, an active and popular 
member in her Presbyterian 
church, saw the magnet as an op-
portunity to say that she did not 
see a conflict between accepting 
scientific facts and her faith. Why 

(Continued on page 2) 
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choose faith or science when it is 
easy to have both?  
 Eventually, my friend removed 
the evolve magnet because it hurt 
a few people’s feelings and be-
cause her explanation of her posi-
tion “did not move theirs one 
inch.” Instead of recognizing the 
message as pro-science, some 
members of her church saw it as 
anti-religion, anti-THEM. Instead 
of being the teachable moment, 
the offended parties put another 
brick in the wall.  
 Even when an issue is not as 
emotionally fraught as one tied to 
religious beliefs, Cleo’s experi-
ence reflects a central impedi-
ment to successfully selling for-
ward-leaning ideas. At its core 
progressivism is the expansion of 
the boundaries of care and justice 
to more people (especially those 
folks left out through backward-
ness, ignorance or malice).  
 But where we progressives en-
vision a larger pool we can all en-
joy, many people think it is the 
same size pool--but with much 
less room to swim.  
 Where we might welcome new 
social freedoms or scientific dis-
covery, others resent a changing 
world. Yes, these resentments are 
ginned up by right-wing media 
hosts, cynical politicians, and Rus-
sian posers, but there’s no doubt 
the anger, fear and resentment 
are real.  
 Here is a progressive paradox: 
progressive ideas and policies do 
and will move us ever closer to 
that ideal of Liberty and Justice 

(President’s Notes From page 1) for all—but it will not initially 
seem so for many of our fellow 
Americans on the other side of 
that brick wall until we success-
fully implement effective pro-
gressive policies with demon-
strable and heralded results. We 
could say that our ultimate goal 
is to make even those on the 
opposing political side happier. 
But how do we push progressive 
policies without pushing ordi-
nary people around and away? 
People often absorb their ideas 
from an environment that re-
wards commonplace ideas and 
punishes novel ones.  
 When progressive ideas be-
come more commonplace, such 
as the urgent need to solve our 
water quality problems here, 
even the Republican politicians 
feel rewarded in changing their 
positions. This IS progress, even 
though we wish it had a differ-
ent face on it. If environmental-
ists had not been making noise 
for many years about the nutri-
ents damaging our water, nature 
would probably be getting the 
blame for the 2018 red tide and 
blue-green algae catastrophe. 
 Over time, many progressive 
ideas become commonplace. 
Civil rights, women’s suffrage, 
workplace safety, and a social 
safety net are principles em-
braced by the overwhelming 
majority, even while a small and 
dangerous minority attempts to 
contract the boundaries of care 
and justice.  

 Last month, Cleo came to stay 

with me. While we sat freezing, 

even with hoodies, on Sanibel 

beach, we talked about every-

thing and nothing as friends do. I 

brought up the resistance we 

Democrats encountered in the 

recent election trying to gently 

educate voters and change voting 

habits. “People don’t like to be 

taught,” she opined sagely. “They 

like to think they figured out 

something on their own.” In fact, 

a woman who had taken offense 

at her magnet long ago argued 

against adding intelligent design 

to the science classroom during a 

recent Sunday school class. (Yes, 

amazingly this remains an issue, 

95 years after The State of Ten-

nessee v. John Thomas Scopes!) 

Cleo has no idea if their previous 

argument was the genesis of the 

woman’s change of mind. Still, 

knowledge happened!  We re-

flected that evolution takes a 

very, very long time. Worth the 

wait, though, to walk upright. ◼ 

Presidents Notes 
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 His publications include 
the popular political cam-
paign handbook, Winning 
Local and State Elections 
(Free Press/MacMillan, 1986; 
Simon & Shuster paperback, 
1998), Giving the Media Your 
Message, and The News Me-
dia and the Big Lie. 
 
     Prior to becoming a full-
time consultant in 1984, Bob 
was Editorial Writer at the 
NBC-TV affiliate in Boston, 
host of a talk show on a re-
gional National Public Radio 
station, and writer for an al-
ternative weekly paper.  
 
 He previously served as 
Research Director for the 
Massachusetts Legislature's 
Human Services Committee 
and staffed several activist 
groups in New England.  ◼ 

      Please welcome our  
February speaker,  
BOB SCHAEFFER, head of 
Public Policy Communica-
tions in Sanibel, Florida, 
works with national non-
profit organizations, grass-
roots activist groups, political 
campaigns, foundations, and 
socially responsible business-
es seeking to deliver their 
messages to mass audiences 
more effectively and effi-
ciently. 
 
     Since 1970, Bob has held 
senior positions with many 
statewide and local cam-
paigns for both candidates 
and ballot questions special-
izing in strategy, field organi-
zation and earned media. As 
a consultant, he has de-
signed campaign plans, 
trained staff, and built broad-
based electoral coalitions.  
 
    From 2004 to 2010, Bob 
organized and coordinated 
the Florida 501C3 Civic En-
gagement “Table,” whose 
members were responsible 
for registering more than 1.2 
million new voters and run-
ning non-partisan, get-out-
the-vote drives that signifi-
cantly increased turnout in 

historically disenfranchised 
communities. He was also a 
founding Board member 
and Treasurer of the nation-
al State Voices network, 
which hosts voter registra-
tion and turnout mobiliza-
tion projects around the 
U.S.  Currently, Bob is Presi-
dent of FairDistricts Now, 
the Florida statewide redis-
tricting reform organization, 
and Treasurer of the Pro-
gress Florida Education In-
stitute.  
 
     Over the past four dec-
ades, Bob has led more 
than 300 workshops on po-
litical campaign manage-
ment, media relations, pub-
lic speaking, strategic plan-
ning, and advocacy skills for 
groups in 43 states, Canada 
and Russia.  
 

Speaker for February 
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DEMOCRATIC  
PROGRESSIVE CLUB  
MONTHLY MEETING  
REPORT 

JANUARY 16, 2019 
MEETING: 
⚫   SPEAKER-------- 
DAN WARNER--  
Pulitzer Prize winning 
writer and retired edi-
torial board editor 
with the News Press. 
⚫   Discussion of the 
news business past 
and present 
⚫   Upcoming  
events 
1/19: Naples march 
1/20: Ft. Myers march 
1/21 :MLK breakfast.  
Ft. Myers, MLK 
march. Ft Myers 
1/21.  Summit on  
Water.  Broadway 
palm, 6-8 PM 
Club Events        
4/6.    River Tour.  $55.   
9AM ◼ 

bows, the wild creatures that 
call it home and the chal-
lenges the river faces. 
 Tours are guided by Rae 
Ann Wessel, a river research-
er, long-time river advocate, 
historian and SCCF Natural 
Resource Policy Director. All 
seats have a great view for 
photographs and wildlife 
viewing.  
 DPC’s trip will be April 6 
from  9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Tickets are $55 per per-
son.  Make reservations by 
emailing Don Richards 
(rahtide@hotmail.com)   
 To reserve a ticket send 
your check (made out to DPC 
Lee) to Co-Chair of the trip, 
Don Richards, at 1466 Palm 
Woode, Ft. Myers, FL  33919
-6719. Following the trip we 
are looking into a good local 
restaurant for those that 
would like to have lunch to-
gether.  More info com-
ing...Direct any questions to 
dpclee@gmail.com 

We’re going again! 
Join us for Caloosa-
hatchee Oxbow & 
Riverlore Cruise 
 The Sanibel-Captiva Con-
servation Foundation hosts 
the Oxbow and Riverlore 
Cruise to experience the 
historic Caloosahatchee. 
  These guided trips pro-
vide a relaxing opportunity 
to gain a personal perspec-
tive on the river, its history, 
folklore, issues and solu-
tions, as we explore the 
meanders of the historic 
upriver Caloosahatchee. 
We follow the river back to 
a time when a waterfall 
served as the headwaters 
of the Caloosahatchee and 
settlers braved living 
amongst the wilderness. 
 The 2.5 hour adventure 
begins by locking through 
the W.P. Franklin Lock in Ol-
ga. Heading east toward 
Alva.  The cruise enters the 
historic bends of the river 
and revisit the activities of 
the pioneers who traveled 
the same river to find para-
dise. Stories of the settle-
ments and their adventures 
are blended with an under-
standing of the river’s ox-

Minutes and River Cruise 

mailto:rahtide@hotmail.com
mailto:dpclee@gmail.com
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Visit our web page -
 https://www.dpclee.org/  

Please check our 
webpage on a regular  
basis for updated infor-
mation on political hap-
penings, events, planned 
actions and activities  
including details for the 
upcoming Oxbow River 
Cruise and Tour in con-
junction with Sanibel 
Captiva Conservation 
Foundation - Saturday, 
April 6 - $55 per person. 
Reservations necessary. 

http://sccf.org/
programs/programs/
caloosahatchee-oxbow-
and-riverlore-cruise 

• Treasurer  
Maria Polo  

 
• Board members: 
• Don Richards,  
• Carol McCutcheon 
• Steve Sherman,  
  past president. 

Congratulations to the 
Democratic Progressive 
Club officers and board 
for 2019-20.  
 
Introducing:  

• President Kelly  
Lawrence 
 

• Vice President  
Tom Cox  

•  

• Secretary  
Jay Crean 

Welcome to our New Officers! 
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Don’t Miss the 

SW Chapter Florida  
AFL-CIO 2019 Labor 
Ball  
   

On Friday, March 15, 2019 
the SW Chapter Florida 
AFL-CIO will be hosting 
the 2019 Labor 
Ball celebrating Labor in 
our community.   
 
 Our community out-
reach, through our part-
ners and allies, is an im-
portant component to 
furthering the protec-
tions and advances of 
Working Families. Please 
help by giving us your 
generous support.   

  We are recognizing in-
dividuals who have 
strived to make our 
community a better 
place through their con-
tributions and efforts!  
 
Help us to honor  
• Mike Nagle, Asst. 

Business Manager 
IBEW 349,  
 

• Cecil Pender-
grass, Lee County 
Commissioner   
 

• Steve Sherman,  
Community Activist. 

  
 If you have any ques-
tions, you may contact 
Michelle Guerin at 239-
839-6118 
or SWChapterFLAFLCIO
@gmail.com 

  With your participa-
tion, we anticipate a very 
successful event that 
will benefit the Working 
Families of SW Florida! 

In Solidarity, 
Richard Jones 
President 
SW Chapter Florida  
AFL-CIO 

• Friday, March 15 
      6:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m. 
• La Venezia Ballroom, 

4646 SE 10th Place, 
Cape Coral 

• General Seating $100 
per ticket 

 
Join us for appetizers, din-
ner, cash bar, dancing,  
silent auction and raffles.  

mailto:SWChapterFLAFLCIO@gmail.com
mailto:SWChapterFLAFLCIO@gmail.com
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Feb 4, 2019 

A report to the Progres-
sive Democratic Club:  
By Dennis Holland 
 
 Cape Coral Library is 
what the notice said in email 
for the meeting to hold on 
Wednesday January 23rd, 

2019.  All well and good, but 
as someone who knows 
there about three library lo-
cations in Cape Coral it was 
necessary to contact the 
group to get which one they 
were referring to.  It is al-
ways very important to list 
the location address, the 
time(s), and other important 
information as not every 
reader will know what or 
where you are have your 
meeting.  It’s even helpful to 
provide a map, as not very 
one is online or has a smart 
phone.  So I had to look up 
by name on internet the  
Citizens Climate Lobby 
(citizensclimatelobby.org).  
 Which got me to the Cali-
fornia web site which of 
course has a phone listing, 
then a real person, and they 
provided the local contact 
data email address:   

Ftmyers@citizens 
climatelobby.org 

 

 Once I had they, the lo-
cal group, came back with a 
blast email with address of 
921 SW 39th Terrace, which 
is just off of Mohawk.   
 The meeting began on 
time, and the speaker pro-
vided information with pro-
jected images in the large 
meeting room on the possi-
ble legislation.  They also 
had a book someone was 
selling for $20.00, which at 
this point I no information 
on, as I didn’t look at it at 
the time.   
 I say possible legislation 
as in looking up information 
on the US House web site 
didn’t find a written bill or 
proposal at this time.   
 This is the Official Title 
as Introduced:  To create a 
Carbon Dividend Trust 
Fund for the American peo-
ple in order to encourage 
market-driven innovation 
of clean energy technolo-
gies and market efficiencies 
which will reduce harmful 
pollution and leave a 
healthier, more stable, and 
more prosperous nation for 
future generations. H.R.763 
— 116th Congress (2019-
2020).   
 

 There are six (6) co-
sponsors so far as follows:  
• Rep. Lipinski, Daniel [D-

IL-3],  
• Rep. Crist, Charlie [D-FL-

13],  
• Rep. Peters, Scott H. [D-

CA-52],  
• Rep. Eshoo, Anna G. [D-

CA-18],  
• Rep. Chu, Judy [D-CA-

27],  
• Rep. Rooney, Francis [R-

FL-19], and introduced 
by  

• Rep. Deutch, Ted [D-FL-
22] as of 01/24/2019.   

 YES you read the right 
our own Francis Rooney is 
on this list, and well you 
should give him a call and 
tell him you are for it.   
 Well that is once full 
written and gone through 
the following committees:    
• House Ways and Means, 
• House Energy and Com-

merce,  
• House Foreign Affairs.  

Not to mention the 
same for US Senate, but 
have not found anything 
on that side of Capital. 

 Citizens' Climate Lob-
by empowers everyday 
people to work with their 
community and their mem-

https://citizensclimatelobby.org/
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A report to the Progressive Democratic Club:  By Dennis Holland 

bers of Congress 
on climate change solutions. 
 Our supporters cover the 
political spectrum and work 
in more than 400 local chap-
ters. Together, we’re building 
support for a national bipar-
tisan solution 
to climate change.   
 
 They will be looking for 
volunteers to aid them in 
this legislation as well in 
other efforts that they are 
involved in now and in the 
future.   
citizensclimatelobby.org 
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The Carbon Dividend Act!  
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Effectively Communicate with Legislators 
http://www.flsenate.gov/About/
EffectiveCommunication -  

Effective Communication  
With a Legislator 

 As a Floridian, one of your great-
est responsibilities is to help elect 
the legislators who represent you 
and the state's more than 14 million 
other residents. But your role in the 
democratic process of government 
does not end at the polls. By sharing 
your opinions and ideas with your 
Representatives and Senators in Tal-
lahassee, you help them decide 
what to do about the issues and 
pending legislation that affect us all. 
They value your suggestions and 
encourage you to express them. 

 Your legislators receive a huge 
amount of phone calls and mail from 
their constituents. Unfortunately, 
their full agendas limit their ability 
to personally respond to them all. 
How, then, can you be sure your 
voice is heard? Here are some tips 
to help you get the most impact out 
of your communications with your 
legislators in Tallahassee. 

General Tips 
 Know who your legislators are 
and how to contact them. If you 
aren’t sure who represents your 
community, you can find out by us-
ing the Find Your Legislator tool. 
 Your Senator's flsenate.gov page 
will give you his or her mailing ad-
dresses, phone numbers, social me-
dia links, and email address. 
Review how the legisla-
tive process works. Understanding 
how an idea becomes a law will help 
you effectively express your own 
ideas. 
 Contact your legislator about a 
particular issue before the Legisla-
ture takes action on it. If you are 
unsure where an issue is in the pro-

cess, you can visit http://
flsenate.gov/Session/Bills to find a 
bill’s next stop. 
 Use a variety of communication 
methods. You might choose to con-
tact your legislator by phone, 
letter, email, fax, social media, or 
visiting in person. 
 Another great way to spread 
your message is to give testimony 
at public hearings held by the Leg-
islature. To give testimony, you 
need to contact the appropriate 
committee administrative assistant 
to sign up. You can visit  to fill out 
an appearance card, or do so in 
person at the committee meeting. 
Be concise, yet specific. Tell your 
legislator what effect you think a 
particular issue or bill, if it becomes 
law, will have on you, your chil-
dren, business, or community. Al-
so, suggest a course of action and 
offer assistance. 
 The Legislature is an institution 
where people on opposite sides of 
issues have an opportunity to en-
gage in thoughtful debate. There-
fore, it is important to be polite, 
even if you disagree strongly with 
the legislator you are addressing. 
 

Writing Effective Letters 
Address letters to members of the 
Legislature as follows: 

The Honorable John Doe 
State Senator, District # 
The Capitol 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100 
• Use the right address and spell 

your legislator's name correct-
ly.  

• Type or print legibly. Sign your 
name neatly and give your ad-
dress correctly so the legislator 
can respond to your letter. 

• Keep letters, email, and faxes 
as brief as possible. Concisely 

written correspondence is more 
likely to grab and keep the read-
er's attention. 

• Identify your issue or opinion at 
the beginning of the letter; don't 
bury your main point. 

• Cover only one issue per letter. 
If you have another issue to ad-
dress, write another letter. 

• Back up your opinions with sup-
porting facts. Your letter should 
inform the reader, and facts 
make an argument more tangi-
ble and convincing. 

• Avoid abbreviations or acro-
nyms, and don't use technical 
jargon. 

• Don't send the same letter to 
more than one legislator. Per-
sonalized letters have a greater 
impact. 

 

Calling or Visiting Your Legislator 
• Plan your call or visit ahead of 

time. When preparing to visit 
your legislator, make an ap-
pointment. 

• Call or write to schedule the 
meeting as soon as you know 
when you are going to be at the 
Capitol. This way you can be 
sure you will be able to meet 
with your legislator. 

• Keep to the point and discuss 
only one issue. Organizing your 
thoughts ahead of time and 
making notes to help you stay 
on track can be very helpful. 

• Prepare a one-page fact sheet 
concerning your issue to give to 
your legislator. This will help him 
or her better retain what you 
present.  ◼ 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/Find
http://www.flsenate.gov/About/HowAnIdeaBecomesALaw
http://flsenate.gov/Session/Bills
http://flsenate.gov/Session/Bills
http://www.flsenate.gov/UserContent/Committees/CommitteeAppearanceForm.pdf
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 Officers/ Contacts: 

2019/2020 

⚫  President: Kelly Lawrence   
 

⚫  Vice President: Tom Cox 
 

⚫  Secretary: Jay Crean  
 

⚫  Treasurer:  Maria Polo 
Board Members 

Don Richards 
Carol McCutcheon 

Steve Sherman, Past President 
 

Mail: Kelly Lawrence,  

President 
13871 Eagle Ridge Lakes Dr. 
#202, Fort Myers, FL 33912 
ka.lawrence77@yahoo.com 

 
Newsletter Production:  
Lydia Lowell-Sherman  

● E-MAIL: lydialowell@aol.com 
 

Deadline: Second  
Monday each month.  

 

mailto:lydialowell@aol.com?subject=Email%20to%20Lydia

