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B uckle up and hang on tight, 
get ready for a wild ride! 2018 is 
here! We have the greatest op-
portunity ever presented to 
Make America America Again.  

 Every part of our chosen form 
of government can be renewed 
and redone this year. From local 
opportunities to approve a Chil-
dren's Services Council, electing 
new County Commissioners, 
state representatives and sena-
tors, and deciding a 1/2 cent sales 
tax for school district capital     

(Continued on page 2) 

 N otice: The Democratic  
Progressive Club monthly 

meeting will be on Wednesday 

February 28, 2018  
at BROADWAY PALM DINNER THE-
ATRE, FORT MYERS.  6:30 social 
gathering  
 Everyone is welcome to attend. 
Registered Democrats are invited 
to join.   
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improvements, to state opportu-
nities to approve revisions to the 
state constitution, elect a new 
governor, new attorney general, 
new AG & consumer commission-
er and new CFO.  
 On to national elections to 
replace Tom and Francis Rooney 

as representatives and retain Bill 
Nelson as our senator. It's about 
water, and off shore drilling, and 
saving the Everglades. It's about 
guns and health care and social 
security and Medicare and Medi-
caid. Be sure to attend the 
Wednesday, February 28 
meeting of the Democratic Pro-
gressive Club at Broadway Palm 
Dinner Theater, social gathering 
at 6:30 and speaker at 7, to begin 
this incredible ride to victory.  

(President’s Notes From page 1)  We begin with a presenta-
tion by nationally renowned 

voting specialist Bob 
Schaeffer's presentation 
“Opportunities for SW 
Democrats - 2018 and be-
yond”. 

 Mark Lipton is the only de-
clared candidate to replace 
State House District 79 Matt 
"sugar baby" Caldwell. "Sugar 
baby" is termed out and a de-
clared candidate for state AG & 
consumer commissioner. This is 
the best opportunity for local 
Dems to win a state rep seat due 
to redistricting and migration, 
but it, also, suffers from low vot-
er turnout. Mark will be at our 
meeting. 

 Those who participated in 
the 2008 Obama Campaign will 
remember Leif Olandese. Lief is 

working for VISTA on the opioid 
crisis. He was recently transferred 
to this area from Jacksonville 
where he has worked for several 
years. Lief will be at our meeting 
with information about the pro-
grams he is working with to help 
curb this growing threat that 
claims more lives than are lost to 
guns or auto crashes. 

 A reminder - 2018 
dues are payable.  
The club relies on paid dues as 
our major source of income to 
support issues and campaigns. 
Please pay your dues as soon as 
possible - $30 for and individual 
and $45 for a couple.  
See you Wednesday, February 
28. - - steve 

Organize - Agitate -  

Educate must be 

our war cry― 

Susan B Anthony 

Presidents Notes 
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theme, “African Americans in 
Times of War,” marks the 100th 
anniversary of the end of World 
War I and honors the roles that 
black Americans have played in 
warfare, from the American Revo-
lution to the present day. 
 Walter Reed Bethesda ob-
serves Black History Month with a 
program Feb. 28 at 10 a.m. in the 
America Building’s piano foyer. 
 The 2018 theme for Black 
History Month, “African Ameri-
cans in Times of War,” honors 
women and men who served 
their country in uniform, particu-
larly those who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice. The theme also 
commemorates the centennial of 
the end of World War I in 1918. 
“African Americans have contrib-
uted significantly throughout the 
history of America. Our contribu-

(Continued on page 5) 

ORIGINS OF BLACK  
HISTORY MONTH  
 
 The story of Black History 
Month begins in 1915, half a cen-
tury after the Thirteenth Amend-
ment abolished slavery in the 
United States.  
 That September, the Harvard-
trained historian Carter G. Wood-
son and the prominent minister 
Jesse E. Moorland founded the 
Association for the Study of Negro 
Life and History (ASNLH), an or-
ganization dedicated to research-
ing and promoting achievements 
by black Americans and other 
peoples of African descent.  
Known today as the Association 
for the Study of African American 
Life and History (ASALH), the 
group sponsored a national Negro 
History week in 1926, choosing 
the second week of February to 
coincide with the birthdays of 
Abraham Lincoln and Frederick 
Douglass. The event inspired 
schools and communities nation-
wide to organize local celebra-
tions, establish history clubs and 
host performances and lectures. 
  
 DID YOU KNOW? The NAACP 
was founded on February 12, 
1909, the centennial anniversary 
of the birth of Abraham Lincoln. 
 
 In the decades that followed, 
mayors of cities across the coun-
try began issuing yearly proclama-
tions recognizing Negro History 
Week. By the late 1960s, thanks 
in part to the civil rights move-

ment and a growing awareness 
of black identity, Negro History 
Week had evolved into Black 
History Month on many college 
campuses.  
President Gerald Ford officially 
recognized Black History Month 
in 1976, calling upon the public 
to “seize the opportunity to hon-
or the too-often neglected ac-
complishments of black Ameri-
cans in every area of endeavor 
throughout our history.” 
 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
2018 THEME: ‘AFRICAN 
AMERICANS IN TIMES 
OF WAR'  
 Since 1976, every American 
president has designated Febru-
ary as Black History Month and 
endorsed a specific theme.  
 The Black History Month 2018 

CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i
http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/american-revolution-history
http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/american-revolution-history
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/thirteenth-amendment
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/thirteenth-amendment
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/abraham-lincoln
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/frederick-douglass
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/frederick-douglass
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/gerald-r-ford
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Democratic Progressive Club 
Minutes from General 
Meeting 
January 17, 2018 
 
 The meeting was called to 
order by President Steve 
Sherman at 7 PM, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Steve announced the  
passing of Chuck Dworkin, a 
member of the Democratic 
Progressive and Democratic 
Clubs and an environmental 
lawyer, on January 14, 2018. 
 
 Steve introduced David 
Holden, a candidate for Con-
gress in the 19th District, 
who spoke for 15 minutes. 
 David and his wife live in 
the Naples area. He spoke of 
the recent tax cut emphasiz-
ing that Social Security, Med-
icare, Medicaid, education 
and the environment will 
fund this tax cut. He made 
the point that Democrats 
must win the House of Rep-
resentatives to put on the 
brakes.  
 David then held a question 
and answer period following 
his talk. 
 
 Steve then introduced our 

speakers for the evening  
Lisa Freund and Marcia Ma-
loni of the Southwest Flori-
da Freedom Writers who 
gave an abbreviated class 
on letter writing and shared 
a handout.  
 They offer formal classes 
on writing letters to the edi-
tor that get published. They 
offered to proofread and 
edit any letters that the 
group might wish to submit. 
 
• Minutes from the last 

meeting were approved. 
• The treasury has around 

$2,000.  
• Steve announced a new 

FGCU Democratic Club 
and following tradition, 
we will be making a do-
nation.  

• Steve announced next 
month’s speaker, Bob 
Schaffer, who will speak 
on voting statistics. 

• The meeting was ad-
journed at 8:35 PM. 

 

Submitted by  

 Cynthia Easter 

MINUTES JANUARY 2018 MEETING 
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and increased the general well-
being of human society, than I 
know we are going in the right 
direction in this country,” he said. 
 For more information about 
the Black History Month ob-
servance at Walter Reed Bethes-
da, call HM1 Tavarae C. Lewis at 
301-319-2649.  

tions during times of war is no 
different, and especially signifi-
cant because [it happened] during 
the darker eras of this country 
when we were not considered 
equal. African Americas believed 
enough in the idea of America 
that they took up arms, fought 
and died for this great country,” 
said Navy Hospital Corpsman 1st 
Class Tavarae Lewis, a member of 
the Multicultural Committee at 
Walter Reed Bethesda. 
 “America is a country whose 
strength stems from the diversity 
of its people. While we come 
from different walks of life and 
experiences, it is the belief in this 
tenant that unites us as one 
America. However, it is important 
to take time to reflect on the 
many contributions various com-
munities have made to this great 
nation. In the words of our cur-
rent Director of Walter Reed Na-
tional Military Medical Center, 
Navy Capt. (Dr.) Mark Kobelja: 
‘The U.S. military does not prac-
tice diversity, we are diversity. 
Hence, that is what makes us the 
most capable force of good on 
the globe,’” Lewis added. 
Navy HM3 Jared Reiber, also a 
member of the WRB Multicultural 
Committee, agreed. “The im-
portance of Black History Month 
is much more than just the fa-
mous people we see on the 
screen,” he said. “I think about it 
as more of everyone who is a part 
of it.” 
 Focusing on this year’s theme 
for Black History Month, Reiber 

(Continued from page 3) said, “To me it means the herit-
age of America. In all the wars 
and battles we have had in 
America, African Americans have 
been a part of them. From the 
Revolutionary War to the War of 
Terror, we as Americans have 
worked side-by-side with one 
another. 
 “And not all wars are physi-
cal,” Reiber added. “You can 
take Jesse Owens as an example. 
He was the Olympic athlete who 
stood up to Adolf Hitler during 
the 1936 Olympics in Germany. 
Hitler was vocal about his hatred 
of black and Jewish people.” He 
explained Hitler’s goals included 
using the 1936 Olympics to 
showcase his “master race” of 
people with the hope that Ger-
man athletes would dominate 
the games, but multiple victories 
by American athletes, and in 
particular, Jesse Owens, dis-
pelled Hitler’s theory of a master 
race without the use of bombs 
and guns. 
 “I remember [Owens] from 
the stadium they have in Ohio 
[where Owens grew up and 
went to school] named after 
him,” Reiber continued. “My 
high school track team runs a 
meet at it every year,” he added. 
 “The [Black History Month] 
theme can bring history back to 
the present,” Reiber added. “I 
am a firm believer in ‘If you for-
get the past you are doomed to 
repeat it.’ If we can remember 
and celebrate the lives of those 
who stood up, had an impact 

CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
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Free Narcan Giveaway 

One of our own, Leif Olandese, brings you greetings from VISTA and AmeriCorps  in conjunc-
tion with the Lee County Coalition for a Drug-Free SW Florida. A free Narcan giveaway and 
overdose prevention training is included in the event.   “The 1:30 seats are filling fast, but 
there are plenty of seats for the 4 pm , NARCAN IS FOR ALL!! “ 
 
Note: NARCAN® (naloxone HCl) Nasal Spray is the first and only FDA-approved nasal form of naloxone for the emergency 

treatment of a known or suspected opioid overdose.  NARCAN® Nasal Spray counteracts the life-threatening effects of opioid 
overdose. Since most accidental overdoses occur in a home setting, it was developed for first responders, as well as family, 
friends, and caregivers.  In cooperation with Lee County Coalition for a Drug-Free SW Florida., Nextep, Freedom Clubhouse.   

https://www.narcan.com/recognizing-opioid-overdoses
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Thoughts on Parkland 
Shootings 
 When I heard how strongly the 
students of Parkland, Florida are 
speaking out about gun control - 
about making Parkland memora-
ble as the LAST school shooting -- 
I thought, or at least dreamed, 
that hey - maybe they could be 
the ones to bring sanity back to 
America, at least on the matter of 
sane gun laws. A return to what 
the 2nd Amendment was sup-
posed to mean. 
 But, ah well, that's a lot to ask 
this crazy nation - and our bought
-with-$billions Congress. Another 
mere 17 dead (thus far) - no big 
deal. Not the time to discuss 
"partisan matters", say leaders of 
the nation. Ho hum, nothing 
changes. But ... ? ... !!! 
 Take a look at and a listen to 
these kids -- and yes, we can at 
least dream they'll get the mes-
sage through. It could happen - if 
we help just a wee bit! 
 
https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/17/us/
florida-student-emma-gonzalez-
speech/index.html 

She's truly spectacular.  
 And don't miss these two kids, 
either - a 14-year old girl (whose 
teacher saved her life and maybe 
40; she saw him shot, and saw 
him dead),  and a senior boy (a 
news-media major - and News 
Director of the Student TV News 
Station, who filmed some graphic 
scenes of the tragedy). They are 
both really impressive.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=GoM2_0qvaIU 

This was the 18th school 
shooting in America THIS YEAR. 
In a month and a half! Is that 
acceptable????? 
 Suggestion: Do what these 
children ask - and demand: call 
our Senators and Representa-
tives - and make sure they know 
that MANY of us are not willing 
to vote for anyone in office who 
stands back and lets this hap-
pen again and again.  
   Remind them that we're not 
asking for a change in the 2nd 
Amendment; what we MUST 
change is the absurdity of recent 
interpretations of it, as if it were 
really OK to have guns in the 
hands of children, of the mental-
ly ill, of known abusers of wives 
or girlfriends, of felons, etc. 
 
Jan Guardiano, Fort Myers  

 

Thoughts on  
“Chain Migration” 
 A Francis Rooney post to his 
constituents on Jan. 23 echoed 
the Trump Administration re-
garding ".... eliminating “chain 
migration” as a "critical national 
imperative." 
 There is no such thing as 
"chain migration" as the GOP 
uses it today. That is a term Re-
publicans hijacked to replace 
family reunification immigration. 
Prior to 2013, the term "chain 
migration" was used by demog-
raphers to describe the move-
ment of ethnic groups to the 
same locales. For example, large 

Irish populations migrated to Bos-
ton, Scandinavians grew towns in 
Minnesota, and the like. 
 Since then, the term "chain mi-
gration" has been usurped by po-
litical opponents of immigration 
to refer to the process by which 
foreign nationals immigrate under 
laws permitting their reunification 
with family members already le-
gally living in the U.S. 
 These laws require the immi-
grating family member to be as 
fully vetted as any immigrant and 
the sponsoring relative to meet 
employment and income require-
ments  to support their family 
member. Many of the GOP are 
now suddenly opposed to family 
sponsored immigration and so 
have relabeled it "chain migra-
tion" in a doublespeak maneuver 
to obscure our noble history, and 
convince us of some suspicious 
entry that must be prevented. 
 The fact is family immigration 
was often the common story be-
hind building this nation. It is my 
family story; my grandfather im-
migrated from Germany and sent 
for my grandmother after secur-
ing work, and it is the story 
shared by many American genera-
tions today. Family immigration 
created strong, united families 
that built our farms and factories 
and legacies, a legacy that should 
be honored and preserved. 
 
Susan McGuire, Bokeelia  

 

 

(Continued on page 8) 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/17/us/florida-student-emma-gonzalez-speech/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/17/us/florida-student-emma-gonzalez-speech/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/17/us/florida-student-emma-gonzalez-speech/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GoM2_0qvaIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GoM2_0qvaIU
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I encourage Publix to join 
Fair Food Program 
 
 Each year, The News-Press 
honors people and organizations 
in Southwest Florida that make a 
significant difference. This year, 
Publix is one of three finalists for 
Business of the Year. Certainly 
Publix is a worthy business to be 
nominated. Their motto is: " Giv-
ing back is our pleasure." 
 It is the largest employee-
owned super market chain in the 
U.S. It gives back to local commu-
nities through United Way dona-
tions and numerous other charita-
ble efforts.  However, there is an-
other side to Publix. It has consist-
ently refused over the years to 
sign on with the Fair Food Pro-
gram (FPP), an offshoot of the Co-
alition of Immokalee Workers 
(CIW). 

 In 1960, Edward R. Murrow 
narrated a documentary called: 
"Harvest of Shame," filmed partly 
in Immokalee, which painted a 
horrifying picture of life in the 
fields. One grower stated that, 
"we used to own our slaves, now 
we just rent them." 
 The CIW formed in 1993, at a 
time when federal prosecutors 
called this area, including its to-
mato fields, "ground zero of mod-

ern-day slavery." Farm workers 
all across our nation have faced 
unspeakable conditions for gen-
erations: slavery, sexual harass-
ment, low wages/no wages, in-
humane working conditions and 
physical abuse. The few legal 
protections extended to farm 
workers are few and rarely en-
forced. 
In fact, one grower when asked 
about listening to his workers’ 
problems said, “the farmer 
doesn’t let his tractor run the 
farm.” This reduces to farm 
workers to mere machines, not 
worthy of their humanity or hu-
man rights. 
 In 2001, the CIW launched 
their "Campaign for Fair Food" 
that asked major food retailers 
to help reverse their downward 
pressure on the supply chain – 
asking for ever cheaper prod-
ucts from their growers. The 
growers responded by cutting 
costs to their labor force - 
thereby further eroding the un-
speakable conditions for their 
workers. Basic human rights 
were trampled by the corporate 
bottom line and profit motives. 
 The Campaign for Fair Food 
asked major retail buyers of 
Florida tomatoes to pay a penny 
more a pound for their produce 
and only to purchase from 
growers that are implementing 
a human rights-based Code of 
Conduct. In turn, growers are 
asked to pass the “penny” along 
to agricultural workers in their 
regular paychecks and to imple-

ment the Fair Food Code of Con-
duct on their farms.   
 In 2011, the Campaign became 
the Fair Food Program (FFP). The 
FFP’s worker-driven Social Re-
sponsibility model has trans-
formed working conditions in the 
tomato fields in Florida, as well as 
six additional states and two addi-
tional crops, into what national 
and international observers have 
called, “the best work environ-
ment in U.S. agriculture.” 
 The Harvard Business Review 
found that, “CIW is one of the 
"most important social-impact 
success stories of the past centu-
ry" and its efforts have been rec-
ognized by organizations ranging 
from the United Nations to the 
U.S. Department of Justice. 
CIW members have received a 
Presidential Medal for 
“extraordinary efforts to combat 
human trafficking” and last year, 
one of CIW’s co-founders was giv-
en a MacArthur Foundation 
“genius” award, based on the Fair 
Food Program model. 
 Fourteen multi-billion dollar 
food retailers from supermarkets 
to food services and fast food 
companies have joined the Fair 
Food Program, among them: 
Walmart, Whole Foods, Fresh 
Market and Trader Joes. Missing 
from the list is Publix which has 
repeatedly rebuffed attempts to 
sign it up. 
 By joining the FFP, retailers buy 
into a system that protects their 
brands from the risk of supply 
(Continued on page 9) 
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chain labor abuses by eliminating 
those abuses, not just papering 
them over. 
 The traditional model of cor-
porate or government responsi-
bility has failed time and again, 
leaving companies to face bad 
publicity and serious questions 
from their consumers. 
 The refusal of Publix to sign on 
to improve human rights for the 
men and women who harvest the 
food we eat is not just bad busi-
ness but a moral and ethical 
breach. It is a disservice to their 
customers who, if educated on 
this issue, would hesitate to buy 
food that is tainted by blood, 
sweat and tears. 
 Human rights are everyone’s 
business and Publix needs to en-
ter a dialogue with the CIW and 
its Fair Food Program in order to 
take a huge step forward and 
support a program that enforces 
basic human rights and dignity 
for the most vulnerable workers. 
 
For more information go to: 
www.fairfoodprogram.org    
 
Patricia Krause, a resident of  
Fort Myers, works with the  
Coalition of  
Immokalee   
Workers. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Fundraiser scheduled 
in Fort Myers for  
Candidate Andrew 
Gillum, Gubernatorial 
Candidate.  
 Hosted by Cecelia Donald.  
“I am hosting a fund raiser 
for Andrew Gillum, candi-
date for governor, on 
3/10/2018. We would love 
to have anyone interested 
attend.  
Sincerely, 
Cecelia Donald   
239-433-4682 
ceceliadonald@comcast.net  

Election Events 

The final Florida Constitution Revision commission Hearing 
will be March 5, 2018. This is the final and only hearing for 
SW Florida.  PLEASE ATTEND!  

mailto:ceceliadonald@comcast.net
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 Officers/ Contacts: 

 
  President: Steve Sherman  
Steveinfla@comcast.net 
 

  Vice President:   Tom Cox 
 

  Secretary:  Kelly Lawrence  
 

  Treasurer:  Cynthia Easter 
Board Members 

Marva Sletten 
Connie Besco 

Don Richards 
Arol Buntzman 
Kelly Lawrence 

Carol McCutcheon 
 

Mail: 5231-4 Cedarbend Drive,  
Fort Myers, FL 33919  

steveinfla@comcast.net 
Newsletter Production:  
Lydia Lowell-Sherman  

● E-MAIL: lydialowell@aol.com 
Deadline: Second  

Monday each month.  

 

mailto:steveinfla@comcast.net
mailto:lydialowell@aol.com?subject=Email%20to%20Lydia

