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We  hear it so often 
that you have to 

wonder if we will ever have an 
election that is not the ‘most 
important of our lives.’ 
  The answer is no, all elec-
tions have big consequences. 
The apparent deep divisions be-
tween political parties and phi-
losophies mean each and every 
election rises to the level of the 
most important. This year's state 

elections are not an exception. 
 Republicans have won state 
election for 20+ years not be-
cause their ideas were better but 
because they voted. Rick Scott 
became the governor of Florida in 
2 of the lowest turnout elections 
ever recorded. In 2014 fewer the 
46% of Dems in Lee County cast a 
ballot.  
 If we hope to recapture the 
spirit of America we have to start 
by having every eligible voter 
make there voice heard by casting 
a ballot. It is the minimum of civic 
involvement. As an active citizen 
you have a responsibility to par-
(Continued on page 2) 
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Don’t miss the best party of the  
campaign!  #GeeksforGillum 

comes to Fort Myers!  
Tue, September 18, 2018 

6:30 PM – 8:00 PM EDT 
Millenial Brewing,  

1811 Royal Palm Ave 
Fort Myers, FL 33901  
Tickets at Eventbrite 
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Notice: The Democratic 
Progressive Club will  

gather on  
Wednesday, September 19, 
2018,  6: 00 p.m. at Broad-
way Palm Dinner Theatre, 
Fort Myers, for a member-

ship meeting.  Free refresh-
ments, cash bar.  

Everyone is  
welcome to attend.  
 

 



DEMOCRATIC PROGRESSIVE CLUB OF LEE COUNTY  PAGE 2 

 

ticipate in GOTV efforts.  
 

 There are lots of choices. Tony 
Solgard, elections committee 
chairman for DPC, is leading a 
door knocking campaign for 
Lehigh Acres.  
 Currently teams go out every 
Saturday morning and Monday 
evening. So far the team of DPC 
members and friends have 
knocked over 3,000 doors, You 
can contact Tony at  
tony@solgard,com if you have a 
couple of hours available.  
 
 
 
 
 
 ⚫ The FDP sponsored team 
working with the Democratic Par-
ty of Lee County has daily activi-
ties you can help with. Call Jamie 

(President’s Notes From page 1) 

Hudson at 939-2866.  
 If it is easier for you to partic-
ipate in Cape Coral join the un-
ion effort. Michelle Guerin is co-
ordinating their phone banking 
and door knocking efforts. You 
can reach Michelle at 839-6118 
or by email nymush@aol.com.  
 
 ⚫ Talk to your pastor and 
church leaders about having a 
special early voting day on the 
Sunday of early voting. Encour-
age parishioners to bring their 
mail ballot to church. Following 
service, help people understand 
the amendments (Vote Yes on 4 
- it is especially important), 
make sure the ballots are signed 
properly and deliver them to a 
mail box. For those parishioners 
that did not request a mail bal-
lot, following the service you can  
carpool to the nearest early 
voting location and cast your 
ballot.  

 We are calling this effort for 
African-American churches - 
Souls To The Polls. For Hispanic 
Churches - Su Voto Es Su Voz. For 
Haitian churches - Chak vòt 
konte and for the rest of congre-
gations - Your vote is your view 
of the future. 
 
 ⚫ To help the GOTV effort you 
can, also, create your own pre-
cinct. Pick up material for candi-
dates at the Democratic Party of 
Lee County for our candidates 
and deliver it to your neighbors. 
You can make your own precinct 

(Continued on page 3) 
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assure correction by voting 
YES on amendment 4. 

 While this appears to be a no 
brainer decision it is going to be 
far down an 8 page ballot. The 
problem is to get people to real-
ize every item on the ballot is of 
importance and to get them to 
vote the entire ballot.  
 The easiest way is to have 
everyone request a ballot by mail 
and make them aware they can 
call people for advise before mail-
ing their ballot. It is simple, just 
call LEE-VOTE (533-8683) and you 
can register yourself and your en-
tire household. If you spoil a bal-
lot, you can request a new one by 
phoning LEE-VOTE. 
 
 PLEASE Invite your friends 
and neighbors to come hear Neil 
Volz speak about Restoration of 
Rights at our Wednesday, Sep-
tember 19 meeting at Broadway 
Palm Dinner Theater. Social gath-
ering at 6:30, speaker at 7:00. 
Refreshments served. All are 
welcome. 
 
 Let's set a goal of 90,000 Dem 
votes for the general election. 
Just like we did for the primary, 
that is almost double the 2914 
turnout and represents a 75% 
turnout.  
 Working together in a coordi-
nated campaign it can be done - 
We are the ones we have been 
waiting for. - - Steve  ◼ 

by going 6 house to the left of 
your house, 6 houses to the right, 
then complete the square by go-
ing 6 houses to the front and 6 
houses to the back. Personal con-
tact is the most effective method 
to get people to participate. 
 
 ⚫ I have been inspired by 2 
recent comments. The first came 
from city councilman Johnny 
Streets. Johnny called me to have 
a meeting at his office. When I 
arrived he presented me with the 
idea of "Let's Make America 
America Again."  
 The second came from John 
McCain's funeral. This is probably 
paraphrased but the statement 
was "John McCain believed in 
America. Not the lines drawn on 
a map, but the concept of Ameri-
ca that made us the greatest na-
tion on earth."  
 The concept of America that 
allowed us to have a middle class 
that was the envy of the world, 
human rights principles, a superi-
or education system, and a 
pledge to our flag that ends with 
the words "with liberty and jus-
tice for all."  
 
 ⚫ Our guest speaker this 
month is Neil Volz from the  
Florida Restoration of Rights  
Organization  
(https://floridarrc.com/).  
 Amendment 4 on this years 
ballot will end a Jim Crow era pro-
vision in our state constitution 
that strips former felons of their 
rights forever. Originally intended  

(Continued from page 2)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
to keep Blacks from participating 
in government it now entraps 
almost 2 million Floridians. You 
can lose your rights forever by 
driving on an expired license, 
taking a golf cart for a joy ride, 
releasing a helium filled balloon, 
possessing a small amount of a 
prohibited drug (ex. former con-
gressman Trey Radel), and many 
more activities that meet Flori-
da's definition of a felony.  
 Over 80% of felons commit 
offenses that are so minor they 
never spend a day in jail.  
 Do you know the percentage 
of felonies that are committed 
by minorities?  
 Do you know if your neigh-
bor has lost their rights? Losing 
their right to vote is an im-
portant issue, but the penalties 
don't stop there.  
•  They lose the right to 

serve on a jury or run for 
public office,  

• they must check the box on 
job applications that assures 
they won't get an interview. 

• They are prohibited from 
must rentals, can't get a loan 
or a mortgage, can't possess 
a gun and the list goes on.  

• The provision in the current 
constitution is being chal-
lenged in court, but we can 

Presidents Notes 

https://floridarrc.com/
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THINGS TO KNOW AND DO 

Yes We Can 
I hope everyone was able to recharge their personal energy level during the long Labor Day weekend. That 
energy is needed to assure we get the voter turnout to carry our local candidates for schoolboard, state rep-
resentatives, state senator, and county commissioner to victory. We need that energy for our candidates 
seeking state office Nikki Fried for Ag/Consumer Commissioner, Sean Shaw for Attorney General,  Jeremy 
Ring for State CFO, and Andrew Gillum for Governor, We need your energy to return Bill Nelson to the sen-
ate. We need your energy to elect our candidates to the Mosquito Control Board, Fire Districts, and water 
boards. You are the Big Blue Wave. 
 
Mail ballots for this fall's general election begin distribution in just 23 days. A monumental task is before us. 
For the primary Florida Dems had a 181% turnout compared to 2014 - and Lee County did better than that 
(we only lacked about 600 votes to double the 2014 turnout), We need similar improvement over the paltry 
55.718 Dems (that is only 55% of NPAs, Independents and others - none of whom could voter in the majori-
ty of primary elections. 
 
The structure exists to make it happen - Jamie Hudson and the FDP/Democratic Party of Lee County team 
is door knocking and phoning in support of candidates. Jamie and team are working from the Democratic 
Party of Lee County offices at the Alliance for the Arts complex in Fort Myers. You can join the team by 
phoning 939-2866. The union coordinated campaign lead by Michelle Guerin, (239)839*6118, They are 
working from the union office in Cape Coral near Pine Island Road. You can join the DPC team lead by 
committee chairman Tony Solgard, tony@solgard.com. Or you can contact any of our candidates and join 
their door knocking/phone bank team. 
 
With your help the Blue Wave will be a Blue Tsunami washing away the red tide that has poisoned our 
state for so many, many years, "We are the ones we have been waiting for" - Barack Obama. 

mailto:tony@solgard.com
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W hile in Washington, Volz 
helped negotiate and secure 
passage for the Help America 
Vote Act, which has improved 
voting accessibility and accura-
cy for millions of people.  
 He is the President of the 
Board of Directors for Be the 
Light, an anti-human trafficking 
organization, and also serves 
on the board for the Freedom 
and Virtue Institute, Habitat for 
Humanity of Lee, Hendry and 
Glades  
County and the Lee County 
Homeless Coalition.  
He is a former guest lecturer at  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
the U.S. Naval Academy and 
was named a “Top  
Hired Gun” in The Hill Newspa-
per’s annual list of top lob- 
byists and named to Roll Call 
Newspaper’s List of “50 Most 
Powerful Capitol Hill Staffers” 
numerous times during his ca-
reer on Capitol Hill. 
Volz received his Bachelor of 
Sciences degree from The Ohio 
State University. He currently 
lives in Fort Myers, Florida, 
with his wife, Pam. ◼ 

Please join us at the 

September meeting of 

the Progressive Demo-

cratic Club of Fort My-

ers. We will be getting in

-depth information on 

Amendment 4 which 

will be on the ballot in 

November. Please bring 

your friends and neigh-

bors to hear Neil Volz  

from the Florida Restora-

tion of Rights Organiza-

tion . 
 

THINGS TO KNOW AND DO 

Neil Volz ,  
Florida Restoration  

of Rights Organization 
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THINGS TO KNOW AND DO 

Democratic Progressive Caucus 
of Florida’s Recommendations 
on the Proposed Amendments 
to the Florida Constitution 
 

 After weeks of research, 
endless hours of discussion, 
and a membership vote, the 
Democratic Progressive 
Caucus of Florida has deter-
mined positions on the 13 
Constitutional Amendments 
that will be on the Novem-
ber ballot. 
 
 A huge thanks to former 
State Senator Arthenia Joyn-
er for sharing background in-
formation on the Constitution 
Revision Commission amend-
ments (6-13).  
  
 Those were particularly 
challenging because multiple 
issues (good and bad) were 
bundled together with con-
fusing results. 
 A summary of each pro-
posed amendment can be 
found below, with DPCF’s 
summary in parenthesis. 
Please note — these will ap-
pear on all Florida ballots. Lo-
cal municipalities may have 
additional questions. 
 
 
 
 

2018 BALLOT  
AMENDMENTS  
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
#1 – NO 
Increases the amount of a 
home’s value exempted from 
property tax (Will force local 
governments to cut public ser-
vices or raise local taxes) 
 
#2 – NO 
Makes the cap on non-
homestead (2nd homes and 
commercial) property assess-
ment increases permanent (Will 
continue to limit resources 
available for public services) 
 
#3 – YES 
Requires voter approval of casi-
no gambling (Removes authori-
ty to expand gambling from the 
legislature and returns it to vot-
ers) 
 
#4 – YES 
Restores right to vote for most 
people with felony convictions 
upon completion of sentences 
(Gives 1.5 million Floridians the 
right to vote after paying their 
debt to society) 
 
#5 – NO 
Requires 2/3 vote of legislature 
to impose or increase tax or fee 
(Will tie the hands of future leg-
islatures making it nearly impos-
sible to address budget needs, 
such as teacher raises and natu-
ral catastrophes) 

#6 – NO 
Adds a Marsy’s Law (victims’ 
rights) to state constitution, in-
creases judicial retirement age; 
prohibits judges from deferring 
to admin agencies to interpret 
law (Victims’ rights already pro-
tected in the Constitution; Elim-
inates an existing provision that 
protects the constitutional 
rights of the accused) 
 
 #7 – NO 
Requires death benefits for first 
responders and military mem-
bers, a supermajority vote for col-
lege fees, and adds state college 
system structure to constitution 
(3/4 majority vote to increase 
fees makes it very difficult to 
meet university needs) 
 
 #8 – NO 
Establishes school board term 
limits; allows state to operate 
non-board established schools; 
requires civic literacy (DPCF op-
poses term limits; amendment 
takes authority for charter school 
ap-

proval and oversight from local 
school boards and gives it to Tal-
lahassee politicians) 
 
 #9 – YES 
Bans offshore oil and gas drilling 
and vaping in enclosed indoor 
workplaces (Concern for the en-
vironment overrides concern 

OFF THE BALLOT 
BY JUDICIAL  
DECISION 
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THINGS TO KNOW AND DO 

about putting vaping in the 
Constitution.) 
 
#10 – NO 
Prohibits counties from abolish-
ing certain local offices, changes 
start date of legislative sessions, 
and adds an executive office and 
executive department to consti-
tution (Takes away control 
granted to charter counties lim-
iting ability to respond to local 
conditions) 
 
 #11 – NO 
Repeals some obsolete language; 
repeals a provision saying that 
changes to a criminal statute are 
not retroactive (Impact of crimi-
nal statute portion is unclear 
and disputed. Other repealed 
provisions are already unen-
forceable or expired) 
 
#12 – NO 
Prohibits public officials from lob-
bying for compensation while in 
office and 6 years thereafter 
(Applied too broadly at local 
level; will not solve problems of 
money and influence in politics) 
 
#13 – YES 
Prohibits betting on dog races 
(Ends legal wagering on inhu-
mane dog racing) 

  
  

Political Advertisement Paid for 
and Approved by Democratic 
Progressive Caucus of Florida 
Sources: Ballotpedia; League of 
Women Voters of Florida ◼ 

(Continued from page 7) 
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NOT VOTING BY 
MAIL? AT LEAST 
TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF EARLY VOTING. 
SKIP THE LINES! 
 

10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
10-22-18 through 11-03-18 

General Election 
November 6, 2018 

 
The following 2018 Early Voting 
sites are available in Lee County 
for the General Election.  
  
⚫  LEE COUNTY ELECTIONS - 
CAPE CORAL BRANCH OFFICE 
1039 SE 9TH AVE, CAPE CORAL 
FL 33990 
 
⚫  CAPE CORAL - LEE COUNTY  
LIBRARY, 921 SW 39TH 
TER, CAPE CORAL FL 33914 
 
⚫  LEE COUNTY ELECTIONS  
CENTER, 13180 S CLEVELAND 
AVE, FORT MYERS FL 33907 

 
⚫  NORTH FORT MYERS  
RECREATION CENTER, 2000 N 
RECREATION PARK WAY, 
NORTH FORT MYERS FL 33903 

 
⚫  NORTHWEST REGIONAL  
LIBRARY, 519 CHIQUITA 
BLVD N CAPE CORAL FL 33993 

 
⚫  FORT MYERS REGIONAL  
LIBRARY, 2450 FIRST ST, FORT 
MYERS FL 33901 

 
⚫  LEE COUNTY ELECTIONS 
BONITA SPRINGS BRANCH  
OFFICE, 25987 S TAMIAMI 
TRAIL #105, BONITA SPRINGS 
FL 34134 

 
⚫  VETERANS PARK  
RECREATION CENTER  
55 S HOMESTEAD 
RD, LEHIGH ACRES FL 
33936 

 
⚫  ESTERO RECREATION 
CENTER, 9200  
CORKSCREW PALMS 
BLVD, ESTERO FL 33928 

 

⚫  EAST COUNTY  
REGIONAL LIBRARY 
881 GUNNERY RD N,   
LEHIGH ACRES FL 33971 
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Tue, September 18, 2018  
6:30 PM – 8:00 PM EDT 

Millenial Brewing,  
1811 Royal Palm Ave 
Fort Myers, FL 33901  

 Spend your days building 
the world’s next great tech plat-
form or growing your city’s startup 
and creative ecosystem? Spend 
your nights and weekends playing 
Magic: The Gathering, debating 

anime, or drinking Butterbeer on 
Diagon Alley?  
 And want to show your sup-
port for Florida’s next governor 
Andrew Gillum and find out more 
about where he stands on the key 
geek issues (and some of the regu-
lar issues too)?   
 
Join us on Tuesday, September 
18th for 1 or 12 #Geeks4Gillum 

GeekOuts taking place across the 
state simultaneously.  
#Geeks4Gillum is a grassroots or-
ganization that is independent of 
the Andrew Gillum campaign.  

#Geeks4Gillum#Geeks4Gillum#Geeks4Gillum 
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 Officers/ Contacts: 

 
⚫  President: Steve Sherman  
Steveinfla@comcast.net 
 

⚫  Vice President:   Tom Cox 
 

⚫  Secretary:  Kelly Lawrence  
 

⚫  Treasurer:  Cynthia Easter 
Board Members 

Marva Sletten 
Connie Besco 

Don Richards 
Arol Buntzman 
Kelly Lawrence 

Carol McCutcheon 
 

Mail: 5231-4 Cedarbend Drive,  
Fort Myers, FL 33919  

steveinfla@comcast.net 
Newsletter Production:  
Lydia Lowell-Sherman  

● E-MAIL: lydialowell@aol.com 
Deadline: Second  

Monday each month.  

 

mailto:steveinfla@comcast.net
mailto:lydialowell@aol.com?subject=Email%20to%20Lydia

