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D o you know these people?  
• Annisa Karim,  
• Neilson Croll Ayers,  
• David Bogner,  
• Alanis Elizabeth Garcia,  
• Dr. Parisima Taeb  
• Mark  

Lipton 

 
 They are 
the declared 
Democrat 

candidates for the state legisla-
ture for the districts represented 
by Lee County.  
 And they have been invited to 
be our guest speakers at the 
Wednesday, June 20 general 
membership meeting at Broad-
way Palm Dinner Theater.  
 Join our: 
⚫ Podcast discussion group with 
Kelly Lawrence at 6:00 p.m.  
⚫ Social gathering at 6:30.  
⚫ Our speakers, with radio host 
Guy James as moderator at 7.  
 All are welcome to attend. 
Registered Democrats are invited 
to join. Contributions from all 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Registered Democrats are 
invited to join.   
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others gratefully accepted.  
  
 ⚫ I have been a Lee County 
resident for over 40 years and this 
is the first time since Democrats 
dominated in the late 70's that 
we have had a challenger for eve-
ry state legislative seat.  
 There is a Big Blue Wave build-
ing to wash away the red tide that 

has strangled progress in the 
state.  
 But it is much more than just a 
list of people willing to put them-
selves forward to break the re-
publican death grip on our state.  
 
 These are qualified candidates. 
People who understand the legis-
lative process. And they have 
good ideas to put forward.  

(President’s Notes From page 1) 
 

 ⚫ Don't miss our meeting on 
Wednesday, June 20 with mod-
erator Guy James. You may re-
member his famous opening line 
when he had Southwest Flori-
da's only liberal voice talk show - 
"You have heard from the right, 
now all that is left is the truth." 

 ⚫ Recently there have been 
several comments about people 
not trusting mail ballots and 
wondering if their ballots are 
actually counted. There have 
been many improvements in 
mail ballots in recent years. I 
would like to say that it is be-
cause of fairness that our legisla-
ture made these improvements, 
but that is not the case. The 
changes happened because lots 
and lots and lots of republicans 
vote by mail. They want all of 
those votes to count and we 
benefit, as well.  
 At one point many years ago 
there was an error rate of up to 
15% of all mail  ballots. That 

number has steadily decreased so 
that now it is less than 1%.  And 
a recent state supreme court rul-
ing is dropping the number even 
lower.  
 I had a lengthy discussion re-
cently with the lady in charge of 
Mail Ballots for the Lee County 
Elections office. 
 She told me that mail ballots 
are reviewed daily by the canvass-
ing board. If  a signature is miss-
ing or does not match, a letter is 
sent the next day to the voter 
who is given the opportunity to 
correct the error and return the 

letter so that their vote is count-
ed. This procedure is trackable 
online. In addition to missing sig-
natures, she noted another prob-
lem where the husband signs the 
wife's ballot and the wife signs 
the husband's ballot. The first bal-
lots counted and reported are 
mail ballots.  
 Another problem is that the 
elections office does not have the 
correct address on file. Ballots 
and other mail from the elections 

(Continued on page 3) 

Presidents Notes 
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elections. The effort is starting 
with 1 precinct in North Fort My-
ers where 302 Dem and Inde-
pendent voters matched the cri-
teria. Other precincts we random-
ly  checked showed drop offs of 
between just over 100 to almost 
250.  
 
 If we calculate that there is an 
average drop off of 150 voters per 
precinct that means that there 
are well over 18,000 potential 
votes missing in Lee County. That 
is certainly more than enough to 
swing any election, which is why 
we are doing what we are doing 
and why your help is critical to 
the success of the Big Blue Wave. 
  
 ⚫ Talk to Tony about joining 
his team of door knockers or Ma-
ria Polo about the SWFL Indivisi-
ble Post Card project. The next 
post card writing event will be on 
Saturday, June 23 at the Grind, 

(Continued on page 4) 

office cannot be forwarded. 
Check your registration to be sure 
they have the correct address for 
mailing your ballot.  On the 
right hand side of this web page 
you can check your voter regis-
tration, change your address and 
request a Ballot By Mail -
 https://www.lee.vote/ - or you 
can phone (239)LEE-VOTE ((239)
533-8683). 
 
 ⚫ As of this Wednesday morn-
ing Democrats have flipped 42 
legislative elections from red to 
blue, that is a remarkable num-
ber, but it has not been an easy 
task.  
 
 Each election is seeing record 
number of Democrat voters be-

cause of the grassroots work be-
ing done.  
 

(Continued from page 2)  We may not be able to flip 
the Florida legislature this elec-
tion cycle but we can break their 
super majority hold. That super 
majority means they control 
everything. Democrat voices are 
small echoes and even the gov-
ernor realizes they can override 
his veto without Dem support - 
they are the ones that control 
everything that comes out of 
Tallahassee. 
 
 ⚫ This is why the DPC 
(Democratic Progressive Club of 
Lee County) has already started 
working with Dave Waks and 
the Democratic Party of Lee 
County team on GOTV projects. 
 ⚫ This is also why elections 
Committee chair Tony Solgard is 
organizing Saturday Door Knock-
ing teams to encourage voters 
to register for Ballot By Mail and 
promoting our Democratic can-
didates.  
 ⚫ This is also why we had a 
unanimous vote to donate $300 
to SWFL Indivisible to aid in their 
postcard writing campaign. 
 The postcard writing team is 
sending personal messages to 
voters who participated in the 
2012 presidential election, but 
did not vote in the 2015 state 

Presidents Notes 

https://www.lee.vote/
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Presidents Notes 

 

16250 Summerlin Road - enjoy 
good coffee, good chat, and a 
great GOTV event.  

(Continued on page #) 

 
 
⚫ Cecil Pendergrass would not 
listen to school board members 
when they plead for increased 
impact fees to help them meet 
their capital needs.  
 
 He would not listen to the 
pleas from citizens when they re-
quested continuation of the plan 
that had been in effect for 40 
years - growth pays for growth.  
 
 He would not listen to county 
staff that said that impact fees 
had to be at least 85% of recom-
mended levels in order to meet 
the needs for roads, parks and 
infrastructure.  
 
 He listened to developers and 
realtors who wanted to increase 
their profits.  
 
 Now impact fees are less than 
50% of 2008 levels. And the proof 

(Continued from page 3) from other counties is that the 
reduction made no difference in 
the rate of development - only 
difference was developer 
profits, so they could contribute 
more to county commission 
candidates and put even more 
in their own pockets before 
moving on. The school board 
must have a regressive 1/2 cent 
sales tax increase to make up 
for lost impact fees - you pay. 
  
 

 ⚫ Cecil Pendergrass 
now has an opponent 
for County  
Commissioner.  
 
 Bill Taylor will oppose Cecil 
Pendergrass as an NPA candi-
date,  Here is your chance to 
begin taking our county back 
from the developers and return-
ing it to we the people. 
 
 ⚫ Al Gore said, "We do not 
predict the future, we make the 
future." That future is up to 
you.   
 

 We can continue on a path of 
declining expectations from our 
elected officials or we can stand 
for the concepts of our great doc-
uments and honored speeches to 
return our city, our county, our 
school board, our state and our 
nation to the high ideals the ele-
vated to the greatest nation on 
earth, instead of the 3rd world 
nation, second greatest polluter, 
with a very large stockpile of 
weapons of mass destruction that 
we have become. 
 
Be an active citizen. See you at 
the meeting - - steve  ◼ 
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Democratic Progressive Club of 
Lee County, May 16, 2018  
Membership Meeting 
 President Steve Sherman 
called the meeting to order at 
7:02.  
 Other board members present 
were Carol McCutcheon and Kelly 
Lawrence. 
• Steve presented three  
democratic candidates who 
would be participating in an open 
forum meeting:  
• April Freeman, candidate for 

US House of Representatives, 
Florida district 17. http://
www.aprilfreeman.com 

• David Holden, candidate for 
US House of Representatives, 
Florida district 19. https://
holden2018.com 

• Todd Truax, candidate for US 
House of Representatives, 
Florida district 19. http://todd
-james-truax.ruck.us 

 Each candidate was given a 
few minutes to say why they are 
running for office before answer-
ing questions from the audience. 
• April Freeman said she does 
not feel people in her district are 
being represented and stated that 
when elected she would seek the 
passing of a constitutional 
amendment to end effects of the 
Supreme Court’s Citizen’s United.  
• Todd Truax said that he wants 
to prioritize care for senior citi-
zens and keep public money in 
public schools.  
• David Holden said he was  
inspired by how public dollars 
paved the way to the middle class 
for his parents’ generation. He 

Minutes from May Meeting 

believes that America was built 
on values that prioritized public 
investment in education and 
healthcare. David wants to re-
form campaign finance, end par-
tisan gerrymandering, ade-
quately fund education—all 
measures which are needed to 
improve the lives of the working 
class who make up about 50% of 
our citizenry. 
 

Questions from audience 
Q: What positive things will you 
say to appeal to independent 
voters? 
April: I will work to improve our 
broken health care system and 
for making the minimum wage a 
living wage.  
Todd: I will support legislation 
to pay down the deficit, build on 
the Affordable Care Act to im-
prove health care, and reduce 
federal tax loopholes. 
David: I am sick of politics as 
usual, so I want to promote an 
American agenda that gets 
America out of endless wars, 
conducts humane immigration 
policies, and understands that 
everybody cares about their 
children and the environment. 
 
Q: What is your plan to target 
independents and soft Republi-
cans? 
April: Advocate for middle-of-
the-road policies. 
Todd: I think I can’t rely on a 
“blue way.” However, Republi-
cans may have low enthusiasm 
this year. Energizing the vote 
among moderates of all stripes 

is key. 
David: The most important thing 
for me is to simply be right on the 
issues, as well as pay attention to 
my campaign organization, raising 
the necessary funds, and using 
the energy of young people to 
reach voters. I believe progressive 
values are American values. We 
can’t win here with just Demo-
cratic votes. 
 
Q: Republicans can easily tell you 
where they stand in 3 minutes. 
What would you say is the Demo-
cratic platform? 
April: Justice, Equality and Peace, 
healthcare for all citizens. 
Todd: Social and economic care 
and justice. Public money in pub-
lic schools. Medicare for all. 
David: We value justice and 
equality before the law, investing 
in people in ways that empower 
them (education, infrastructure, 
health care).  
 
Q: Overturning Citizen’s United—
what legislation would do this 
without infringing on the courts? 
David: Congress can vote to over-
turn. Right now, only the donor 
class has influence. It is up to all 
Americans to make the effort. 
Todd: Congress should pass laws 
to eliminate corporate campaign 
money, create a government 
funded campaign, and shorten 
campaign seasons. 
April: A constitutional amend-
ment will be needed to overturn 
Citizen’s United. 
 
(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.aprilfreeman.com
http://www.aprilfreeman.com
https://holden2018.com
https://holden2018.com
http://todd-james-truax.ruck.us
http://todd-james-truax.ruck.us
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Q: What are your thoughts on the 
Republican idea of privatizing the 
Veterans’ Administration. 
April: Privatization of the VA will 
only result in more money for the 
health insurance industry. 
Todd: Putting public money into 
private pockets makes no sense. 
Private prisons are a great exam-
ple that adding a private middle-
man increases the expense to tax-
payers. 
David: What the VA needs is 
proper funding to pay its employ-
ees what the job requires. We 
owe veterans care. Privatization is 
wrong for many infrastructure 
projects, the VA, and prisons. 
Q: How are we going to pay for 
these investments? 
Todd: With a fair, automatic sim-
ple tax plan. 
David: We have the resources—
but politicians have chosen not to 
use them to benefit most Ameri-
cans. First, we must rollback the 
Republican giveaway to the 
wealthy. 
April: Remove the cap for Social 
Security, itemize FICA, and cut 
defense spending. 
 
 The audience thanked all the 
candidates for participating. Steve 
Sherman recognized other candi-
dates present at the meeting: 
 
Betsy Vaughn, candidate for Lee 
County School Board, district 6 at
-large countywide, said that she is 
concentrating on school financ-
ing, safety, and retaining good 

(Continued from page 5) teachers. 
 
Connie Bennet Martin, running 
for Fort Myers City Council, 
Ward 4, said she plans on bring-
ing back neighborhood 
meetings. Her central issue is 
funding projects that make life 
better for residents, such as 
lighting and sidewalks, instead 
of giving money away to build-
ers. 
 
Debbie Jordan, candidate for 
Lee County School Board, dis-
trict 4, said her number one is-
sue is to get special needs chil-
dren educated. Issue two is 
fighting for more money for our 
county’s schools. 
 
Business Meeting: 
 Motion: Accept the April 
2018 membership meeting 
minutes. Motion made by Carol 
McCutcheon, seconded by Su-
san McGuire. Motion passed 
without objection. 
 A treasurer’s report was not 
submitted, but Steve Sherman 
said the club has approximately 
$2200 in account.   
 At its last meeting, the board 
approved $150 for the election’s 
committee, chaired by Tony Sol-
gard.  
 Tony Solgard told the mem-
bers about the ongoing efforts 
to reach voters in Lehigh Acres 
through canvassing. Tony en-
courages others to come join 
the effort! 
 

 Connie Besco has agreed to 
write up an explanatory summary 
of the 2018 ballot and amend-
ments.   
 Motion: Authorize a $168.00 
payment for the club’s website, 
DPCLee.org. Motion made by 
Kelly Lawrence, seconded by Lydia 
Sherman. Motion passed unop-
posed.  
 Maria Polo asked the club to 
help fund Lee Organizing for 
America’s post carding project to 
increase voter turnout. Volun-
teers meet every other week to 
write personal postcards to voters 
living in an area which has several 
Democrats running for office.  
 Motion: Donate $300 to the 
post carding project. Motion 
made by Carol McCutcheon, se-
conded by Maria. Motion passed 
without objection. 
 Meeting adjourned at 8:14. 
Respectfully submitted by Kelly 
Lawrence, DPC secretary. ◼ 

Minutes from May Meeting 
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CAMPAIGN EVENTS 

General Meeting/

Candidate Forum

-Florida 
Lee County LGBTQA  
Democratic Caucus  

 
When:  
06/26/2018  
6:00 PM, EDT 
Where: Fort Myers  
Regional Library, 2450 
First St, Fort Myers, FL 
33901 
 

EVENT DETAILS: 

This meeting will host  
candidates running 
for: 
• Florida House of  

Representatives  
District 76 

• Neil Ayers 
• David Bogner 
• Chief Financial 

Officer - Jeremy 
Ring 

• Agriculture Com-
missioner - David 
Walker 

 

Sponsored by Lee County 
LGBTQA Democratic Caucus  

 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming events from 
Lee/Collier NOW 
 

• We Vote is sponsoring 

two open forums with 

Greg Adkins, Lee County 

Superintendent of 

Schools. Come out and 

ask him the hard ques-

tions.   

• June 14, 7 PM  

at Iglesia de Dio  

Pentacostal Church,  

1091 Ortiz Ave., Ft. Myers 

June 27, 7 PM at Rosa de 

Saron, 13235 Palm Beach 

Blvd. 

• BUPAC  

has candidates speaking 

at these meetings at 7:30 

AM at FSW campus, 

Nursing Bldg., room AA-

177, 8090 College Pkwy. 

• June 14: Connie Bennett 

Martin, FM City Council, 

Dist. 4 

June 21: Karen Watson, 

Lee Cty. School Bd.,  

Dist. 6 

• June 28: Lori Fayee, Lee 

County School Bd., Dist. 6 

 

 

A Conversation with Ray 
Judah and David Holden 

David Holden, candidate for 
US House of Representa-
tives, Florida district 19 will 
be holding a town hall 
meeting to hear about your 
concerns, answer your ques-
tions, and exchange ideas. 
 

Who: David Holden 
What: Town Hall 
Where: Fort Myers Regional 
Library at 2450 First Street, 
Fort Myers, FL 33901. 
When: Tuesday, June 19, 
5:30 pm - 7:00 pm  ◼ 

 

https://leelgbtqademocrats.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=PnI%2fWewvOlSCuQSn5ZeDGWZFwTMbCig8bJ9%2baI%2f9n55qgB0vqVgkvBni7gFnTYWPDyqN0I7lAci1cCZygaEymeR6JJaiBrsnjzvw8BzRZpQ%3d
https://leelgbtqademocrats.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=PnI%2fWewvOlSCuQSn5ZeDGWZFwTMbCig8bJ9%2baI%2f9n55qgB0vqVgkvBni7gFnTYWPDyqN0I7lAci1cCZygaEymeR6JJaiBrsnjzvw8BzRZpQ%3d
https://leelgbtqademocrats.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=PnI%2fWewvOlSCuQSn5ZeDGWZFwTMbCig8bJ9%2baI%2f9n55qgB0vqVgkvBni7gFnTYWPDyqN0I7lAci1cCZygaEymeR6JJaiBrsnjzvw8BzRZpQ%3d
https://leelgbtqademocrats.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=PnI%2fWewvOlSCuQSn5ZeDGWZFwTMbCig8bJ9%2baI%2f9n55qgB0vqVgkvBni7gFnTYWPDyqN0I7lAci1cCZygaEymeR6JJaiBrsnjzvw8BzRZpQ%3d
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League of Women Voters of Florida: POSITIONS ON AMENDMENTS  

June 6, 2018 from League of Women Voters of Florida: POSITIONS ON AMENDMENTS  
 Each election cycle, the board of directors looks at any amendments on the ballot and determines 
whether or not to take a position. As you know, this year's amendment count is higher than usual due 
to those submitted by the Constitution Revision Commission.  The board examined every amendment 
that voters will decide on and determined positions on each. The bundling of topics within amendments 
presented a challenge, but the board weighed already established League positions heavily in their deci-
sions. Below you will find brief descriptions of each amendment and the board's position.  
 Patricia Brigham President  
 
 
⚫  Amendment 1 - Amendment placed on the ballot by legislation to increase the amount of a home's 
value exempted from property tax  
 LWVFL position: Oppose. The League has a position that "no tax sources or revenue should be speci-
fied, limited, exempted, or prohibited in the Constitution."  
⚫  Amendment 2 -  Amendment placed on the ballot by legislation that makes the cap on non-
homestead parcel assessment increases permanent.  
 LWVFL position: Oppose (same reasoning as Amendment 1).  
⚫  Amendment 3 - Amendment placed on the ballot via citizen initiative that requires approval of any 
new casino gambling through a citizen initiative constitutional amendment, effectively barring the Legis-
lature from making gambling decisions by passing laws.   
 LWVFL position: Support. It restricts casino gambling and allows Florida voters to make any decisions 
regarding increases of casino gambling, consistent with League position against gambling. This amend-
ment is also supported by No Casinos, Inc. and Disney. .  
⚫  Amendment 4 - Amendment placed on the ballot via citizen initiative that automatically restores the 
voting rights of felons after they've completed their sentences, except for those convicted of murder or 
sex offenses   
 LWVFL position: Support. The League was one of the sponsors of this initiative. Florida is one of only 
four states that permanently bars felons from voting after their sentences are completed. This re-
striction on voting is a vestige of Florida's post-Civil War Constitution. Everyone deserves a second 
chance.  
⚫  Amendment 5 - Amendment placed on the ballot by legislation that requires a two-thirds vote of the 
Legislature to approve any new or increased taxes or fees.   
 LWVFL position: Oppose, as in 2012 when a similar amendment was on the ballot. This amendment 
does not include a provision that would allow for tax increases in times of emergencies (hurricane, 
floods, recession, etc.) and is an abrogation of the Legislature's fiduciary responsibility to pass a reason-
able budget.  

The next eight amendments are all from the CRC: 
⚫  Amendment 6 - Adds Marsy's Law to the state Constitution, increases judicial retirement age, pro-
hibits judges from deferring to administrative agencies in interpreting law.  
 LWVFL position: Oppose. Victims' rights are already protected in the Constitution, and this amendment 
would eliminate an existing provision that victims' rights do not interfere with the constitutional rights 
of the accused.  

(Continued on page 11) 
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League of Women Voters of Florida: POSITIONS ON AMENDMENTS  

⚫  Amendment 7 - Creates a supermajority requirement for universities to impose new or increase ex-
isting student fees, enshrines in the Constitution guidelines for the State College System, mandates that 
the state pay a death benefit to first responders or members of the military killed in the line of duty.  
 LWVFL position: Oppose. We oppose a supermajority vote to increase fees or taxes. Family members of 
the military who die in the line of service are already compensated through the federal government.   
⚫  Amendment 8 - Mandates term limits for all school boards, allows the state to create "public schools" 
that would not be answerable to local school boards, and requires schools to teach civic literacy.  
 LWVFL position- Oppose. We believe local governments should have the responsibility to set term limits 
for their offices. We are opposed to a state run system for establishing and operating public schools, and 
schools do not need a constitutional amendment to teach civics.  
⚫  Amendment 9 - Prohibits oil and gas drilling beneath all waters controlled by Florida and prohibits 
vaping in enclosed indoor workplaces.  
 LWVFL position: Support. Our concern for the environment overrides our concern about putting vaping 
in the Constitution. We also believe that if this amendment doesn't pass, it sends a signal to the federal 
government that Florida does not care about off-shore drilling.  
⚫  Amendment 10 - Requires the Legislature to hold a session in early January on even numbered years, 
creates an Office of Domestic Security and Counter-terrorism, mandates the existence of a state Depart-
ment of Veteran Affairs, and forces all counties (both charter and non-charter) to elect rather than ap-
point all constitutional officers.  
 LWVFL position: Oppose. This limits local governments from deciding on the election of county officers. 
It adds an unnecessary provision as the Constitution already has the power to set dates during even num-
bered years. FDLE is already the lead agency in coordinating efforts to prevent terrorism, and the Consti-
tution already has authorized the Legislature to create a Department of Veteran Affairs. This amendment 
is clearly an effort to restrict the powers of local government.  
⚫  Amendment 11 - Repeals the state's ability to prohibit non-citizens from buying, owning, and selling 
property; deletes a provision that forces the state to prosecute criminal suspects under a law that has 
become obsolete; deletes obsolete language regarding high speed rail in Florida.  
 LWVFL position: No position. Although we think that removing obsolete language is a good thing, there 
is a lot of other obsolete language that is not being addressed. Although the first issue regarding the abil-
ity of non-citizens to purchase and sell property cannot be enforced, the provision that requires criminal 
suspects to be prosecuted for an obsolete law should be changed.  
⚫  Amendment 12 - Expands ethics rules for elected officials and government employees by expanding 
from 2 to 6 years the time that they would have to wait before being able to lobby state government.  
 LWVFL position: No position. Although there is need for lobbying reform, we felt that six years might be 
onerous, and this amendment does not address the real issue regarding lobbying, which is the impact of 
money in political campaigns.   
⚫  Amendment 13 - Bans wagering on any type of dog racing by Dec. 31, 2020.  
 LWVFL position: Support. This is primarily a gambling issue, and the League has held a consistent posi-

tion against gambling.  

(Continued from page 10) 
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Amendment Summary and Rationale 2018 Ballot 

Florida Ballot Proposed 
Constitutional  

Amendments 2018 
From Ballotpedia 

Florida Amendment 1, the Homestead 
Exemption Increase Amendment, is on 
the ballot in Florida as a legislatively 
referred constitutional amendment on 
November 6, 2018. A "yes" vote sup-
ports exempting the portion of home 
values between $100,000 and 
$125,000 from property taxes other 
than school taxes, bringing the maxi-
mum homestead exemption up to 
$75,000. A "no" vote opposes ex-
empting the portion of home values 
between $100,000 and $125,000 
from property taxes other than school 
taxes, keeping the maximum home-
stead exemption at $50,000 
 

Florida Amendment 2, the Permanent 
Cap on Non-homestead Parcel Assess-
ment Increases Amendment, is on the 
ballot in Florida as a legislatively re-
ferred constitutional amendment on 
November 6, 2018.[1] A "yes" vote 
supports this amendment to make 
permanent the cap of 10 percent on 
annual non-homestead parcel assess-
ment increases set to expire on Janu-
ary 1, 2019. A "no" vote opposes this 
amendment to make permanent the 
cap of 10 percent on annual non-
homestead parcel assessment increas-
es set to expire on January 1, 2019. 
 

Florida Amendment 3, the Voter Ap-
proval of Casino Gambling Initiative, is 
on the ballot in Florida as an initiated 
constitutional amendment on Novem-
ber 6, 2018.[1] 
A "yes" vote supports this amendment 
to provide voters, through citizen-
initiated ballot measures, with the 
exclusive right to decide whether to 
authorize casino gambling in Florida. 
A "no" vote opposes this amendment 
to provide voters, through citizen-
initiated ballot measures, with the 
exclusive right to decide whether to 
authorize casino gambling in Florida. 
 

Florida Amendment 4, the Voting 
Rights Restoration for Felons Initia-
tive, is on the ballot in Florida as an 

initiated constitutional amendment 
on November 6, 2018.[1] 
A "yes" vote supports this amend-
ment to automatically restore the 
right to vote for people with prior 
felony convictions, except those con-
victed of murder or a felony sexual 
offense, upon completion of their 
sentences, including prison, parole, 
and probation. A "no" vote opposes 
this amendment to automatically 
restore the right to vote for people 
with prior felony convictions, except 
those convicted of murder or a felo-
ny sexual offense, upon completion 
of their sentences, including prison, 
parole, and probation. 
 

Florida Amendment 5, the Two-
Thirds Vote of Legislature to In-
crease Taxes or Fees Amendment, is 
on the ballot in Florida as a legisla-
tively referred constitutional amend-
ment on November 6, 2018.[1] 
A "yes" vote supports requiring a 
two-thirds vote of each chamber of 
the Florida State Legislature to enact 
new taxes or fees or increase exist-
ing ones. A "no" vote opposes the 
amendment, thus allowing the state 
legislature to continue to enact new 
taxes or fees or increase existing 
ones, except the corporate income 
tax, through a simple majority vote. 
 

Florida Amendment 6, the Marsy's 
Law Crime Victims Rights, Judicial 
Retirement Age, and Judicial Inter-
pretation of Laws and Rules Amend-
ment, is on the ballot in Florida as a 
commission referral on November 6, 
2018.[1] A "yes" vote supports this 
amendment to: add specific rights of 
crime victims, together known as a 
Marsy's Law, to the Florida Constitu-
tion; increase the judicial retirement 
age from 70 to 75 years of age; and 
prohibit state courts from deferring 
to an administrative agency’s inter-
pretation of a state statute or rule in 
lawsuits. 
 

Florida Amendment 7, the First Re-
sponder and Military Member Survi-
vor Benefits, Supermajority Board 
Votes for College Fees, and State 
College System Amendment, is on 

the ballot in Florida as a commission 
referral on November 6, 2018.[1] 
A "yes" vote supports this amendment 
to: require employers to provide death 
benefits, as the state legislature de-
fines, to the surviving spouses of first 
responders while engaged in official 
duties; require the state to provide 
death benefits, as the state legislature 
defines, to the surviving spouses of 
active-duty U.S. Armed Forces mem-
bers who are accidentally killed or un-
lawfully and intentionally killed; 
require a nine-member vote of the 
board of trustees and 12-member vote 
of the board of governors to increase 
a college fee; and place the current 
structure of the state's system of high-
er education in the Florida Constitu-
tion. 
A "no" vote opposes this amendment 
to: require employers to provide death 
benefits, as the state legislature de-
fines, to the surviving spouses of first 
responders while engaged in official 
duties; require the state to provide 
death benefits, as the state legislature 
defines, to the surviving spouses of 
active-duty U.S. Armed Forces mem-
bers who are accidentally killed or un-
lawfully and intentionally killed; 
require a nine-member vote of the 
board of trustees and 12-member vote 
of the board of governors to increase 
a college fee; and place the current 
structure of the state's system of high-
er education in the Florida Constitu-
tion. 
 

Florida Amendment 8, the School 
Board Term Limits, Allow State to Op-
erate Non-Board Established Schools, 
and Civic Literacy Amendment, is on 
the ballot in Florida as a commission 
referral on November 6, 2018.[1] 
A "yes" vote supports this amendment 
to: establish a term limit of eight con-
secutive years for school board mem-
bers; allow the state government to 
operate, supervise, and control public 
schools not established by the school 
board; and require the legislature to 
promote civic literacy in public educa-
tion. A "no" vote opposes this amend-
ment to:establish a term limit of eight 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Ballot Measures for  2018 
 Typ

e Title  Subject  Description  

LRCA  Amendment 1  Taxes  Increases the amount of a home's value exempted 

from property tax  

LRCA  Amendment 2  Taxes  Makes the cap on non-homestead parcel assess-

ment increases permanent  

CICA  Amendment 3  Gambling  Requires voter approval of casino gambling  

CICA  Amendment 4  
Suffrage  Restores the right to vote for most people with prior 

felony convictions upon completion of their sentenc-

es  

LRCA  Amendment 5  Legislature  Requires 2/3 vote of legislature to impose or in-

crease tax or fee  

CR  

Marsy's Law, Judicial Retirement Age, 
and Judicial Interpretation Amendment  

Judiciary  Adds a Marsy's Law to state constitution, increases 
judicial retirement age to 75, and prohibits judges 
from deferring to administrative agencies in interpret-

ing law  

CR  

Survivor Benefits, Votes for College 
Fees, and College System Amendment  

Education  Requires death benefits for first responders and 
military members, a supermajority vote for college 
fees, and adds state college system structure to 

constitution  

CR  

School Board Term Limits, Allow State 
to Operate Non-Board Established 
Schools, and Civic Literacy Amendment  

Education  Establishes school board term limits, allows state to 
operate non-board established schools, and requires 

civic literacy in public education  

CR  

Ban Offshore Oil and Gas Drilling and 
Vaping in Enclosed Indoor Workplaces 
Amendment  

Environment  Bans offshore oil and gas drilling and vaping in en-

closed indoor workplaces  

CR  

State and Local Government Structure 
Amendment  

Admin of Gov't  Prohibits counties from abolishing certain local offic-
es, changes start date of legislative sessions, and 
adds an executive office and executive department 

to constitution  

CR  

Repeal Prohibition on Aliens’ Property 
Ownership, Provision on High-Speed 
Rail, and Criminal Statutes' Effect 
Amendment  

Admin of Gov't  Repeals the following: (a) a prohibition against aliens 
owning property, (b) a requirement for a high-speed 
ground transportation system, and (c) a provision 
saying that changes to a criminal statute are not 

retroactive  

CR  
Lobbying Restrictions Amendment  Gov't Acc  Prohibits public officials from lobbying for compensa-

tion while in office and six years thereafter  

CR  

Ban on Wagering on Dog Races Amend-
ment  

Gambling  Prohibits betting on dog races  

Presented by our Legislative Liaisons, Lee DWC, Jay Crean, Ruth Fotovat.  

https://ballotpedia.org/Legislatively-referred_constitutional_amendment
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Amendment_1,_Homestead_Exemption_Increase_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Taxes_on_the_ballot
https://ballotpedia.org/Legislatively-referred_constitutional_amendment
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Amendment_2,_Permanent_Cap_on_Nonhomestead_Parcel_Assessment_Increases_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Taxes_on_the_ballot
https://ballotpedia.org/Initiated_constitutional_amendment
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Amendment_3,_Voter_Approval_of_Casino_Gambling_Initiative_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Gambling_on_the_ballot
https://ballotpedia.org/Initiated_constitutional_amendment
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Amendment_4,_Voting_Rights_Restoration_for_Felons_Initiative_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Suffrage_on_the_ballot
https://ballotpedia.org/Legislatively-referred_constitutional_amendment
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Amendment_5,_Two-Thirds_Vote_of_Legislature_to_Increase_Taxes_or_Fees_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/State_legislatures_measures_on_the_ballot
https://ballotpedia.org/Commission-referred_ballot_measure
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Marsy%27s_Law_Crime_Victims_Rights,_Judicial_Retirement_Age,_and_Judicial_Interpretation_of_Laws_and_Rules_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Marsy%27s_Law_Crime_Victims_Rights,_Judicial_Retirement_Age,_and_Judicial_Interpretation_of_Laws_and_Rules_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/State_judiciary_on_the_ballot
https://ballotpedia.org/Commission-referred_ballot_measure
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_First_Responder_and_Military_Member_Survivor_Benefits,_Supermajority_Board_Votes_for_College_Fees,_and_State_College_System_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_First_Responder_and_Military_Member_Survivor_Benefits,_Supermajority_Board_Votes_for_College_Fees,_and_State_College_System_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Education_on_the_ballot
https://ballotpedia.org/Commission-referred_ballot_measure
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_School_Board_Term_Limits,_Allow_State_to_Operate_Non-Board_Established_Schools,_and_Civic_Literacy_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_School_Board_Term_Limits,_Allow_State_to_Operate_Non-Board_Established_Schools,_and_Civic_Literacy_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_School_Board_Term_Limits,_Allow_State_to_Operate_Non-Board_Established_Schools,_and_Civic_Literacy_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Education_on_the_ballot
https://ballotpedia.org/Commission-referred_ballot_measure
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Ban_Offshore_Oil_and_Gas_Drilling_and_Ban_Vaping_in_Enclosed_Indoor_Workplaces_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Ban_Offshore_Oil_and_Gas_Drilling_and_Ban_Vaping_in_Enclosed_Indoor_Workplaces_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Ban_Offshore_Oil_and_Gas_Drilling_and_Ban_Vaping_in_Enclosed_Indoor_Workplaces_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Environment_on_the_ballot
https://ballotpedia.org/Commission-referred_ballot_measure
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_State_and_Local_Government_Structure_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_State_and_Local_Government_Structure_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Administration_of_government_on_the_ballot
https://ballotpedia.org/Commission-referred_ballot_measure
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Repeal_Prohibition_on_Aliens%E2%80%99_Property_Ownership,_Delete_Obsolete_Provision_on_High-Speed_Rail,_and_Repeal_of_Criminal_Statutes%27_Effect_on_Prosecution_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Repeal_Prohibition_on_Aliens%E2%80%99_Property_Ownership,_Delete_Obsolete_Provision_on_High-Speed_Rail,_and_Repeal_of_Criminal_Statutes%27_Effect_on_Prosecution_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Repeal_Prohibition_on_Aliens%E2%80%99_Property_Ownership,_Delete_Obsolete_Provision_on_High-Speed_Rail,_and_Repeal_of_Criminal_Statutes%27_Effect_on_Prosecution_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Repeal_Prohibition_on_Aliens%E2%80%99_Property_Ownership,_Delete_Obsolete_Provision_on_High-Speed_Rail,_and_Repeal_of_Criminal_Statutes%27_Effect_on_Prosecution_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Administration_of_government_on_the_ballot
https://ballotpedia.org/Commission-referred_ballot_measure
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Lobbying_Restrictions_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Government_accountability_on_the_ballot
https://ballotpedia.org/Commission-referred_ballot_measure
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Ban_on_Wagering_on_Dog_Races_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Ban_on_Wagering_on_Dog_Races_Amendment_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/Gambling_on_the_ballot
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Minutes from May Meeting 

consecutive years for school board 
members; allow the state government 
to operate, supervise, and control 
public schools not established by the 
school board; and require the legisla-
ture to promote civic literacy in public 
education. 
 

Florida Amendment 9, the Ban Off-
shore Oil and Gas Drilling and Ban 
Vaping in Enclosed Indoor Workplaces 
Amendment, is on the ballot in Florida 
as a commission referral on November 
6, 2018.[1] A "yes" vote supports this 
amendment to: ban offshore drilling 
for oil and natural gas on lands be-
neath all state waters and ban the use 
of vapor-generating electronic devic-
es, such as electronic cigarettes, in 
enclosed indoor workplaces. 
A "no" vote opposes this amendment 
to: ban offshore drilling for oil and 
natural gas on lands beneath all state 
waters and ban the use of vapor-
generating electronic devices, such as 
electronic cigarettes, in enclosed in-
door workplaces. 
 

Florida Amendment 10, the Florida 
State and Local Government Structure 
Amendment, is on the ballot in Florida 
as a commission referral on November 
6, 2018.[1] A "yes" vote supports this 
amendment to: require, rather than 
authorize, the legislature to provide 
for a state Department of Veterans 
Affairs; 
create a state Office of Domestic Se-
curity and Counter-Terrorism; 
require the legislature to convene reg-
ular session on the second Tuesday of 
January of even-numbered years; and 
prohibit counties from abolishing cer-
tain local offices—sheriff, tax collector, 
property appraiser, supervisor of elec-
tions, and clerk of the circuit court—
and requiring elections for these offic-
es. A "no" vote opposes this amend-
ment to: require, rather than author-
ize, the legislature to provide for a 
state Department of Veterans Affairs; 
create a state Office of Domestic Se-
curity and Counter-Terrorism; 
require the legislature to convene reg-
ular session on the second Tuesday of 

(Continued from page 12) January of even-numbered years; and 
prohibit counties from abolishing 
certain local offices—sheriff, tax col-
lector, property appraiser, supervisor 
of elections, and clerk of the circuit 
court—and requiring elections for 
these offices. 
 

Florida Amendment 11, the Repeal 
Prohibition on Aliens’ Property Own-
ership, Delete Obsolete Provision on 
High-Speed Rail, and Repeal of Crimi-
nal Statutes Effect on Prosecution 
Amendment, is on the ballot in Flori-
da as a commission referral on No-
vember 6, 2018.[1] A "yes" vote sup-
ports this amendment to: repeal con-
stitutional provision prohibiting for-
eign-born persons ineligible for citi-
zenship from owning, inheriting, dis-
posing, and possession property; 
repeal an obsolete constitutional 
provision stating that a high-speed 
ground transportation system be 
developed in Florida; and delete the 
constitutional provision that an 
amendment to a criminal statute 
does not affect the prosecution of a 
crime committed before the statute's 
amendment. A "no" vote opposes 
this amendment to: repeal constitu-
tional provision prohibiting foreign-
born persons ineligible for citizen-
ship from owning, inheriting, dispos-
ing, and possession property; 
repeal an obsolete constitutional 
provision stating that a high-speed 
ground transportation system be 
developed in Florida; and 
delete the constitutional provision 
that an amendment to a criminal 
statute does not affect the prosecu-
tion of a crime committed before the 
statute's amendment. 
 

Florida Amendment 12, the Lobbying 
Restrictions Amendment is on the 
ballot in Florida as a commission 
referral on November 6, 2018.[1] 
A "yes" vote supports prohibiting 
public officials from lobbying for 
compensation during the official's 
term in office and for six years after 
the official leaves office and prohibit-
ing public officials from using the 
office to obtain a disproportionate 
benefit. A "no" vote opposes prohib-

iting public officials from lobbying for 
compensation during the official's term 
in office and for six years after the offi-
cial leaves office and prohibiting public 
officials from using the office to obtain 
a disproportionate benefit. 
 

Florida Amendment 13, the Ban on 
Wagering on Dog Races Amendment, 
is on the ballot in Florida as a commis-
sion referral on November 6, 2018.[1] 
A "yes" vote supports banning gam-
bling on dog races, including grey-
hound races. A "no" vote opposes ban-
ning gambling on dog races, including 
greyhound races. 
 
From Ballotpedia 
By DPC Member Connie Besco 
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